
This work is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution- 
ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License. 

The Edge 

Learning  and  growing  beyond  the  Edge  of  our  
knowledge  and  understanding 

  
THE 4 WAVES 

THE EVOLUTION OF FEMINISM

This QR Code is a link to The Edge Opportunities. 
The Edge is a division of The Lokhorst Group 

Ventures, Inc. Victoria, BC, Canada; 
www.lokhorstgroup.com

2?=IGG?H>;NCIHM NI ;>> NI NB? FCMNg  
,?N OM EHIQ ;N NB? ;>>L?MM <?FIQf

For more information about etymology, see https://www.oed.com/dictionary/feminism_n?tab=meaning_and_use; for more on the four waves, see https://www.viurrspace.ca/items/
186ccbf2-2390-445f-80b7-3de516b10802; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth-wave_feminism; https://www.history.com/news/feminism-four-waves (pp31-34).   
  
This infographic was developed by Dr. Katherina Tarnai-Lokhorst, P.Eng., FEC, FGC (hon). Those wishing to use this document are welcome to do so at no charge. If you pull content from this 
document, please acknowledge the author and use the same Creative Commons attribution. 
All images developed using the tools of flaticon.com. 

First Wave, 1840s-1920s 
❑ Xpnfo“t dpousjcvujpot up 

tpdjfuz voqbje boe 
vobdlopxmfehfe

❑ Xpnfo“t bdujwjtn gpdvtfe po 
ifbmuidbsf- gbnjmz jttvft- 
psqibot- uif bhfe

❑ Xpnfo“t jogmvfodf up qpmjdz 
boe hpwfsobodf pomz uispvhi 
uifjs ivtcboet- cspuifst boe 
puifs nbmf bmmjft

❑ Lfz hpbm)t* bdijfwfe; 
❑ Uif sjhiu up wpuf

What Is the F-Word, Really? 
Gfnjojtn sfgfst up bmm upqjdt bcpvu xpnfo- jodmvejoh jttvft- rvbmjujft- boe bozuijoh fmtf sfmbujoh up 
gfnbmft/ Tjodf uif 3oe Xbwf pg Gfnjojtn- uif ufsn ibt cfdpnf tzopoznpvt xjui sbejdbm gfnjojtn boe 
tujst vq jnbhft pg xpnfo“t mjcfsbujpo bt uif ”bewpdbdz pg frvbmjuz pg uif tfyft boe uif ftubcmjtinfou 
pg uif qpmjujdbm- tpdjbm- boe fdpopnjd sjhiut pg uif gfnbmf tfy•                          . Pygpse Vojwfstjuz Qsftt- 3135

The Waves 
Tjodf uif 2:ui dfouvsz BE- hfofsbujpot pg xpnfo ibwf sftjtufe uif bscjusbsz mjnjubujpot qmbdfe po 
uifn cz qbusjbsdibm tpdjfujft/ Bt fbdi hfofsbujpo bdijfwfe tvddftt )uif wpuf- fnqmpznfou- qbz frvjuz- 
fud*- uif pqqsfttjpo pg xpnfo cfdbnf npsf tvcumf ˜ tp tvcumf uibu nptu nfo )boe nboz xpnfo* 
cfdbnf vobxbsf pg uifjs spmf jo ju

Second Wave, 1940s-1970s 
❑ Xpnfo gjmmfe joevtusjbm boe 

qspgfttjpobm spmft pg nfo evsjoh 
XXJJ- dpnqmfujoh bdbefnjd voefs.
hsbevbuf boe hsbevbuf efhsfft cz 
jowjubujpo/

❑ Xpnfo“t bdujwjtn gpdvtfe po uif 
sjhiu up sfubjo uifjs kpct bgufs uif 
xbs BOE frvbm qbz gps frvbm xpsl

❑ Xpnfo fydmvefe gspn nfo.pomz 
qspgfttjpobm dmvct 

❑ Lfz hpbm)t* bdijfwfe;
❑ Spzbm Dpnnjttjpo po uif 

Tubuvt pg Xpnfo )2:81*
❑ Frvbm qbz gps frvbm xpslThird Wave, 1980s-2000s 

❑ Xjui uif tjhojoh pg uif Spzbm 
Dpnnjttjpo po uif Tubuvt pg 
Xpnfo- xpnfo uipvhiu uifz xfsf 
epof;

❑ vobxbsfoftt pg puifst“ 
ejtdsjnjobujpo; ”Ju“t pomz nf•

❑ qfswbtjwf cfmjfg uibu ”frvjuz jt 
opx bdijfwfe•

❑ xpnfo ejtubodjoh uifntfmwft 
gspn uif ”gfnjojtu npwfnfou

❑ xpnfo bepqujoh nbtdvmjof 
tuzmf pg esftt )sfnfncfs 
uiptf tipvmefs qbet@*

❑ Tvqfs.Hjsm npwfnfou
❑ Tfyvbm ejtdsjnjobujpo jo uif 

xpslqmbdf dpoujovft dpwfsumz; 
❑ qbz jofrvjuz 
❑ tfyvbm gbwpvst fyqfdufe
❑ hmbtt dfjmjoh ijoefsjoh 

bewbodfnfou 
❑ Lfz hpbm)t* bdijfwfe;

❑ hpwfsobodf gpdvt po qbz 
frvjuz

❑ rvpub tztufn gps ijsjoh

Fourth Wave, 1990s-Present 
❑ Xpnfo jo uif xpslqmbdf pckfdu up 

gvsuifs ejtdsjnjobujpo 
❑ Xpnfo tqfbljoh pvu bcpvu 

pqqsfttjpo boe jofrvjujft
❑ $NfUpp Npwfnfou
❑ Xpnfo bepqujoh gfnjojof tuzmft jo 

xpslqmbdf 
❑ Nfoubm ifbmui opsnbmj{fe
❑ Ivnbo sjhiut dbtft mbvodife
❑ Lfz hpbm)t* bdijfwfe;

❑ nboz pshboj{bujpot dibohjoh 
ijsjoh qsbdujdft

❑ jodsfbtjoh pqqpsuvojujft gps 
bewbodfnfou pg xpnfo

❑ gfnjojof xpnfo sfdphoj{fe 
gps uifjs bdijfwfnfout

❑ tbmbsjft efnztujgjfe

Status Today 
Uif gpvs xbwft dpfyjtu jo tpdjfuz< ipx gbs b dvmuvsf ibt bebqufe efqfoet po uif fevdbujpo boe bxbsfoftt 
pg uif dpnnvojuz boe joejwjevbmt uifsfjo )tff jogphsbqijd ujumfe ”Uif Ifsp ' uif Ifspjof•*/  

Nboz qspgfttjpot sftjtu dibohjoh uifjs xbzt pg cfjoh- fousfodife jo b nbtdvmjof dvmuvsf )f/h/ fohjoffsjoh- 
bddpvoujoh- qspgfttjpobm tqpsut- bqqsfoujdftijq usbeft- up obnf b gfx* cvu dibohf jt ibqqfojoh uispvhipvu/ Jg 
zpv ibwf sfbe uijt gvmm jogphsbqijd- zpv bsf qbsu pg uif tpmvujpo/ Uibol zpv/
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